TTHNT FfAATH, 1963

(1963 &1 IrfAfATH FEIF 19)
[10 &S, 1963]

3 AT FT, S AT & JAohT TAISEl, U H FF F Ho¥deR, F4¥ 3R I
yfRfATAT 3R 3= et & FfAuw wWeE F Qv s & 9§ a1 gdef, g«
o F fav sfaETe|

AR IR & dicgd a¥ & T¥¢ ¢arT rafaf@d &7 & ug sfafaafaa an-
1. gfarcq am 3T gREs

(1) g T geamT fafage, 1963 Fgr o1 gham|

(2) ORI 3, STadl, 1965 & 264 &t & gea &N 3R 3@ IJfAATH & AV 3uay
39 I H Yged B T FET WHR, TR Jo99 H g gany,
fFaa = 3R 37 NPT & [fFe 3yt & ov e i Faa &
ST Hehall|

2. IREMNIT - 3@ TR & 59 dF & dest @ 3=gar 3T 7 @,

F) “foaa e &, uRr 3 & H@ey H, Iy, 1965 # 26 ar G JfFuT § 3R
=g fafage & fordl 37T 3U9Y & TaY # Jg T g & o e #r ag
396Y Ydcd BT &

@) “REr & ag &S AfAua & adhr @it o gl

3. Y & TohT g & v 3 g9e & g3er & v s S #1 @ -

(1) TP & YR & Ugg ay¥ &1 wraEae H FAT & I« W i, B &
faRera 36N amn, faa o @ & -

() TT & 37 I AoThIT Yol & fow Sere fov ag 39 foa @ Si& uger
AT H oS St o ; aor
(@) e #H FF F HcIdeR & AT, TI6T H o5 ST E Fhal:

W T IR R 0 TeT & o, e RE A e e & w9 A g
TR §, UAIE & YAl & foT 36T o g F oS Siree:

g e AR & ol el 0 Teg &, O @E @ el Asrenr & &9 A
3T & 3R R 3w Uow & e RE & AT USTHST F Fq H AGT IAT g,
a7 e & vt & fow BEr & uaer & orr S €, 9 By # 0 gy & an-
Y 3T 3eldle AT S H AT SHwam

WJ I8 IR o o g0 3uuRy & fonel off a1 &1 Ig 3 g oo Sven f&
g8 frY 0 ToT A, [aa BE & 319l ST & FT H SAdr YA 8, T & 91T
a7 fFel 0 ToT & Ty fEa BE i 3796l TS & & F 9= 7, a1 R 3T
T & 1Y, 39h eATd &, gA1e & el & v B & e & o« @ [aRa
T g, 3R T R AT FH 3T ST & AT TG & GAISTAT o folw ST AT FHr
YN STEIHT o gram|



THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT, 1963

(Act No. 19 of 1963)
[10th May 1963]

An Act to provide for the languages which may be used for the official purposes of the
Union, for translation of business in Parliament, for Central and State Acts and for
certain purposes in High Courts.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fourteenth Year of the Republic of India as follows:

1. Short title and Commencement.
(1) This Act may be called the Official Languages Act, 1963.

(2) Section 3 shall come into force on the 26th day of January, 1965 and the remaining
provisions of this Act shall come into force on such datel as the Central
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint and different
dates may be appointed for different provisions of this Act.

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) "appointed day", in relation to section 3, means the 26th day of January, 1965 and in
relation to any other provision of this Act, means the day on which that provision
comes into force:

(b) "Hindi" means Hindi in Devanagari Script.

3. Continuance of English Language for official purposes of the Union and for use in
Parliament.—

(1) Notwithstanding the expiration of the period of fifteen years from the
commencement of the Constitution, the English language may, as from the
appointed day, continue to be used, in addition to Hindi,—

(a) for all the offficial purposes of the Union for which it was being used
immediately before that day, and

(b) for the transaction of business in Parliament:

Provided that the English language shall be used for purposes of communication
between the Union and a State which has not adopted Hindi as its Official Language:

Provided further that where Hindi is used for purposes of communication between one
State which has adopted Hindi as its Official Language and another State which has not
adopted Hindi as its Official Language, such communication in Hindi shall be accompanied
by a translation of the same in the English language:

Provided also that nothing in this sub-section shall be construed as preventing a State
which has not adopted Hindi as its official language from using Hindi for purposes of
communication with the Union or with a State which has adopted Hindi as its official langu
age, or by agreement with any other State, and in such a case, it shall not be obligatory to use
the English language for purposes of communication with that State.



(2)wﬂm(1)ﬁaﬁlﬁwﬁ@m$m§¢aﬁ,aﬁm$mﬁé§ﬁm
fEer I 37l W -

() FET IR & TH FAET AT FAET 1 FRATET & AR ga F7eF a1 fFemr
IT FEATET & &,

(i) FT TWHR & Ueh FHAGT AT AR AT SRTET & I FT TWHR &
TfAcg & a1 AIIer & & Rt e ar el a1 39+ Rt saeT &
CIGH

(i) eI THR & TaMHAcT H & A7 ATFor H & fhdr @9 ar 9er a1 39+
foRdlr FrRITerT & 3R foRdt 3T T8 @9 a1 uel a1 ST & d9;

T AT AT huel & HHAARIGee fgaT S HRATUH AT Yol el Y ofal W gATe
31eTaTe, FuTfeufa, el smor ar Ry F o femw Swoem

(3) 3TURT (1) & 3r=afdse el a1 & gl gu o, R 3R som et & -

(i) Hehoul, WTUROT 3meRl, Iy, rfegEest, wemafas ar 3w gfadeat ar 9a
faaicaal, & fau, S T WeR aRT AT 39 [HdT FHFe", f9smer an
FRATST GaRT AT FEIT WHR & AT H & A1 3707 A & et e ar
HUAT ZaRT AT WX R AT FUaT & R FTeT garT Fewrer S & oA
frT S &,

(i) TFe & el TeT & THAST IW T WS dUT 3T Giddear 3R TerhT
FETA-T3 & AT,

(iii) FET AR IT 3T fhdr A6, THATT a7 FRATET gaRT a1 3960 3R &
T HFET WHR & Talffcad H & a1 aor & & 7y e ar suel ganr
ar 0 A A1 Foelr & Rl FRafeT ganr favaried wfaersit 3wt &
AT H S STUai|

(4) 3YURT (1) AT 3UURT (2) IT IUURT (3) & 3Ysal W Hiciehel FHG STel 9T
Ig § T ST AR 9RT 8 & NN ST T AT caRT 3T HINT IT 3 IS T
3UEY HT Tl T8 1 See T & ThT Ao & o, foas g & #3009,
femaT, 37geMmeT I1 T HT HRASIOT 8, AT A AT S § AR O A g A
TTHT ST & fMear 3R gatar & Y AYer &7 J4r S ArYReT & f@di f qFgs
T @ SN 3R H YHR S0 90 fAgw fAfsedar g geRaa w6 6 S
AfFd TG & FESAT & FIY H qaT FX § ¢ AN AT A1 EE A A1 36T o A+
TdoT § d GHTET ¥T A 9T 1 HT Toh AR Ig o fF dhao 39 3R W &6 T g=r
& TSIt F GAIT AL & 3eTehl s 31T ST gl &



(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) where Hindi or the English
Language is used for purposes of communication—

(1) between one Ministry or Department or office of the Central Government and
another;

(i) between one Ministry or Department or office of the Central Government and any
corporation or company owned or controlled by the Central Government or any
office thereof;

(ii1) between any corporation or company owned or controlled by the Central
Government or any Office thereof and another;

a translation of such communication in the English language or, as the case may be, in Hindi
shall also be provided till such date as the staff of the concerned Ministry, Department, office
or corporation or company aforesaid have acquired a working knowledge of Hindi.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) both Hindi and the English
language shall be used for—

(i) resolutions, general orders, rules, notifications, administrative or other reports or
Press communiques issued or made by the Central Government or by a Ministry,
Department or office thereof or by a corporation or company owned or controlled
by the Central Government or by any office of such corporation or company;

(1) Administrative and other reports and official papers laid before a House or the
Houses of Parliament;

(i11) contracts and agreements executed, and licences, permits, notices and forms of
tender issued by or on behalf of the Central Government or any Ministry,
Department or office thereof or by a corporation or company owned or controlled
by the Central Government or by any office of such corporation or company.

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) or sub-
section (3) the Central Government may, by rules made under section 8, provide for the
language or languages to be used for the official purpose of the Union including the working
of any Ministry, Department, section or office, and in making such rules, due consideration
shall be given to the quick and efficient disposal of the official business and the interests of
the general public and in particular, the rules so made shall ensure that persons serving in
connection with the affairs of the Union and having proficiency either in Hindi or in the
English language may function effectively and that they are not placed at a disadvantage on
the ground that they do not have proficiency in both the languages.



(5) 3UERT (1) & WUS (F) & 39aY iR 3TURT (2), 3TURT (3) 3R 3ITURT (4) &
3G 9 b Yded Sl 69 S oeh 3oAH dfold YS! & AT IS ST 1 ger
AT X ¢t & foIw 07 T Tt & fQureTAvsar gany, Siegler fer &r 3rdelr JoremsT
& ® A AL HIART §; Hehed TIRA 8T X QU S 3R o9 deh qaferd Hehodl W
foaR & o & eI T §AIT & foT e & g U Hed aRT Hdhed IR «igl
Y fear Sran|

4. TSTATYT & Fay & @fAfa -

(1)

(4)

form alig &1 9”1 3 gdcd @Il § 3§F @ a¥ f FAMCA & R,
TSTHIYT & a9 H U iR, 580 AT F1 Tohed Tde & Rt off, dea &
Useafd T 99 AT @ YEATdd AR @l Hewll garT Ui fhv S W,
afsea & Sreef|

s afAfad # T GeEg gl Sad @ I &l T8 & deEg gl adr &d
ST THT & TEET gieT, ST ShaAQl: olich AT o FGEAT AT I TAT & Feear
CaRT 3eydifcieh Gidfafticd Ugfd & TR Tehel WHAUIY A @arT fAaifad
gl

sq AT &1 Fdeg gem 5 a8 I9 & TP YAl & o e & 93T
ﬁaﬁrmémﬁa:rgaﬁﬂﬁwaﬁaﬂwmwﬁmﬁﬁmgcmaﬁ
gfddear &Y 3R Isgufa 38 ufdded & §86g & & Tdh Hed & HAET
T@arwen AR G AT EHRT F fHsrarwen|

Isegfa 39URT (3) # fAfése ufddes W 3R 39 W 59 WRT 7 I Fg
AT 3fAegad U gf @ 39 W IR R & 9Rald 30 ATd UfddesT & ar
3 Rl 19T & 3TAR fAger foeprer Feha:

[ 6 YR el a0 feer anr 3 & 39ecl § 69T =7g7 gl
5. 0 e anfy &1 wfea /e srqae -

(1)

g e & 3R 35% gRad qEhT JouT H TSAfd F OWEER F
EEIRGE

(@) forel i fRfage &1 a1 Tseafd qarT geariid el sreareer &1, 3ran
(@) @fgaa & 3refa a1 et o fAfaas & el Ferer s fRaY 3,

fagsw, fafaes ar sufafer @, R 7 sieare saer B & uitied are gasn
STTea|

(2) Paa &t & & 37 #9 AT &, S wHe & Ry off waw A qreafia v
S &1 3R 3 §9 FMYAT F, S 3Ad YU H FIG & fHdl 1 Ggd A wediad e
STl g, 3Gl HIST & TIftiehc 916 & WIY-A1Y 3aehT S & 3refare ofr glom st ot qfay
& iftiehc fohar SiTeam, St 5@ fRfaH & el §ev 9w fAaAt ganr fafgd @ S|



(5) The provisions of clause (a) of sub-section (1), and the provisions of sub-section
(2), sub-section (3) and subsection (4) shall remain in force until resolutions for the
discontinuance of the use of the English language for the purposes mentioned therein have
been passed by the Legislatures of all the States which have not adopted Hindi as their
official language and until after considering the resolutions aforesaid, a resolution for such
discontinuance has been passed by each House of Parliament.

4. Committee on Official Language.—

(D

)

3)

4

After the expiration of ten years from the date on which section 3 comes into
force, there shall be constituted a Committee on Official Language, on a
resolution to that effect being moved in either House of Parliament with the
previous sanction of the President and passed by both Houses.

The Committee shall consist of thirty members, of whom twenty shall be
members of the House of the people and ten shall be members of the Council of
States, to be elected respectively by the members of the House of the People and
the members of the Council of States in accordance with the system of

proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote.

It shall be the duty of the Committee to review the progress made in the use of
Hindi for the official purpose of the Union and submit a report to the President
making recommendations thereon and the President shall cause the report to be
laid before each House of Parliament and sent to all the State Governments.

The President may, after consideration of the report referred to in sub-section (3),
and the views, if any, expressed by the State Government thereon, issue
directions in accordance with the whole or any part of the report:

[Provided that the direction so issued shall not be inconsistent with the provisions of

section 3.]

5. Authorised Hindi translation of Central Acts, etc.—

(D

2

A translation in Hindi published under the authority of the President in the
Official Gazette on and after the appointed day—

(a) of any Central Act or of any Ordinance promulgated by the President, or

(b)of any order, rule, regulation or bye-law issued under the Constitution or under
any Central Act;shall be deemed to be the authoritative text thereof in Hindi.

As from the appointed day, the authoritative text in the Engligh language of all
Bills to be introduced or amendments thereto to be moved in either House of
Parliament shall be accompanied by a translation of the same in Hindi authorised
in such manner as may be prescribed by rules made under this Act.



6. Hfaga gt #F sfafagat w1 oRFT R ek -

gl fhdll T & fausAvse & 396 U & fAueiAvsSS garT uid i &
YT 3 ToT & Togulel GaRT JE&aud 3reaeel & yer & fav @l @ e &8
aror fafge 1 & ggl, @faue & feoe 348 & WUs (3) @RI AT P Hw A
38 3eldre & JfARFd, 3T ST A 31eqare 38 AT & AR To9T A, 37 T &
TTUTel & IR 4, [@ad 6T & a1 39 TRard fohar ST g 3R T gor & T
sfRfas ar s & ) & seqare [{E s 7 3@ wiftied 9 @#s S|

7. 3= AT & Aok, nfe & R a1 3w oW &1 dfous yaler-

A s & & a1 dcurard fonelh of feet @ fopdll T &1 TsguTer, Isgufd T qd
FFATT @, A AT & HARET BT A1 37 Ao T TTHE A G406, 38 9T, &
3T AT @l uika ar U v fondt faoty, f&fr ar e & v & fou
Wit & Fhell 3R STeT @5 foota, fSshr ar ameer (3aeh s @ e ol fondlt
AT A/ UIRA foham ar f&an S § 98l 38 A@Y-AY 379 HAAed & WiiEHeR #
fAshTerr Irar 7S #TST A 3HHT fegare 8T gl

8. AH s i afFa -

(1) FT WeR 37 3AFAIT & g6 A FRaifead & & v @ud amadh
TSl A IFTRAGIAT SaRT F=1 Fehall|

(2) 3T 9RT & 3T T TR ] FIA, A0 AT FuArd JURSET A,
qHeG & Y Th Heel & THET, 3H §AY 519 96 &9 H &1, ol (A
ot fr Freama™ & AT, St v 7 F A1 &F gHATAT AT F FATASE 8 Jehall,
@ s AR Afe 39 99 &, e ag T @ @, a1 e gedicadr aF &
A & 94 alel Jeel 38 A # F1g 3ueR Fa & v §eAd @ ofe
qT Gleil Hesl Tgad 8l e foh ag as g7 o ar Ser arfge af Joadrd
giieafa, 98 F9d 0 3uleaRd &9 H & YsaRmell g9 AT 39T s ot
9HTE o g, fohed 30 YR foh WHT HIg 3UecR AT Sifdelanior 30 I &
3efieT ggel T IS Fohell T T FARATTAr W gfdee wsE STel f9aT g

9. HAUT 3Gl FT FFA-FHAR A AR 7 Gl - YR 6 AR G 7 & 3UGY -
AR AT &1 AL o il



6. Authorised Hindi translation of State Acts in certain cases.—

Where the Legislature of a State has prescribed any language other than Hindi for use
in Acts passed by the Legislature of the State or in Ordinances promulgated by the Governor
of the State, a translation of the same in Hindi, in addition to a translation thereof in the
English language as required by clause (3) of article 348 of the Constitution, may be
published on or after the appointed day under the authority of the Governor of the State in the
Official Gazette of the State and in such a case, the translation in Hindi of any such Act or
Ordinance shall be deemed to be the authoritative text thereof in the Hindi language.

7. Optional use of Hindi or other official language in judgements etc., of High Courts.—

As from the appointed day or any day thereafter the Governor of a State may, with the
previous consent of the President, authorise the use of Hindi or the official language of the
State, in addition to the English language, for the purposes of any judgement, decree or order
passed or made by the High Court for that State and where any judgement, decree or order is
passed or made in any such language (other than the English language), it shall be
accompanied by a translation of the same in the English language issued under the authority
of the High Court.

8. Power to make rules.—

(1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules
for
carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Every rule made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before each House of Parliament while it is in session for a total period of
thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two successive sessions,
and if before the expiry of the session in which it is so laid or the session
immediately following, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule
or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter
have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to
the validity of anything previously done under that rule.

9. Certain provisions not to apply to Jammu and Kashmir.—

The provisions of section 6 and section 7 shall not apply to the State of Jammu and
Kashmir.
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